Oral health care delivery in Denmark: a system of private enterprise and public accountability.
The Danish oral health care delivery system is a publicly funded, predominantly school based system of care for children and adolescents and a private practice copayment national health insurance mode for adults. Study of this dualistic system can provide useful information to dental public health practitioners. Interviews with experts in the Danish oral health care system and a selected review of the literature demonstrate that improvement trends are occurring in the oral health status of both adults and children. These improvement trends can be directly related to a combination of treatment and preventive measures undertaken by the country as a whole, and to specific interventions for certain subpopulation groups, such as preschoolers. Four key variables can be defined which have contributed to the success of the Danish oral health care delivery system (DOHCDS). These include 1) the role of private sector input into the development of the DOHCDS, 2) demography, 3) the Danish value system, and 4) the structure of the DOHCDS.